
ESD 112 Lunch & Learn

March 20, 2024 

Laura Ellsworth, Public Policy and 
Engagement Manager



About Council for the Homeless
• A nonprofit organization founded in 1989
• Located in Vancouver and serve all of Clark County



We are the hub of 
the Homeless 
Response System in 
Clark County based 
on a Coordinated 
Entry Model



CFTH Housing Solutions Center
• CFTH Housing Hotline: 360-695-9677
• Coordinated Entry
• Coordinated Outreach
• Coordinated Assessments
• Diversion

Hotline Hours: 9am – 8pm M-F; 11am-5pm Weekends and Holidays



What is Coordinated Entry? 



Clark County Coordinated Entry 
What are the Access Points?

No wrong door approach – many ways to access 
services  

• Housing Hotline (360-695-9677)
• Street Outreach 
• Community Partners (jails, schools, health care 

sectors)



Homelessness Range of Need

Lowest Need, 
Least Vulnerable

Highest Need, 
Most Vulnerable

Assistance is designed to help 
people at whatever point they find 

themselves. 
Our focus is always 

Housing Plus Services



What is the #1 cause of 
homelessness?

A. Drug/alcohol abuse
B. Mental illness
C. Cost and supply of 

housing
D. Breakdown of the 

family unit

Patricia



IT’S THE RENT! (Clark County data: 2023 Out of Reach Report)



Why don’t people want to go into 
shelter?



Myth: People who are homeless are 
dangerous, violent, and/or criminals

A person who is homeless is no more likely to be a 
criminal than a person who is housed, with one legal 
exception: Camping Ordinances. 

With camping bans, people who are homeless end up 
breaking the law by merely being unhoused. The reality 
is that most people spend their time and resources trying 
to survive and improve their situation.



Myth: Housing should come with 
conditions like being clean or sober

Housing makes services work; Services make housing work

Housing First asks, “What do you 
need right now to end your 
homelessness, and how can we 
work together to get you what you 
need and find a place for you to 
live?”



Who is homeless in Clark County?



How You Can Help 
Donate items after 
checking with the agency 
about their needs at the 
time. 

Sign up for our agency E-
news and Advocacy Email 
lists

Join our Housing Advocacy 
Movement!

Speak up on behalf of 
vulnerable people who are 
subject to stereotypes and 
judgement.

Be Kind. We do not know 
another person’s story.



Interesting Reading



Thank You

Laura Ellsworth, Public Policy and Engagement Manager
lellsworth@councilforthehomeless.org
360-993-9526

www.councilforthehomeless.org
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